Elections by an open election process among all ISSI members were held for the first time using electronic communication. During the nomination process, many names were submitted. After seeking permission from those nominated, the ISSI Election Administration launched the voting process by email through its discussion group listserv (issi@listserv.rediris.es). All valid electors (financial ISSI members) were sent ballot papers listing four (4) nominations for the role of President, and 23 for Board members. The final result was that HENRY SMALL (United States) of ISI in Philadelphia was elected President, and six others were elected to the Board -SUBBIAH ARUNACHALAM (India), MARI DAVIS (Australia), WOLFGANG GLÄNZEL (Belgium/Germany/Hungary), PETER INGWERSEN (Denmark), GRANT LEWISON (United Kingdom), ED NOYONS (The Netherlands), RONALD ROUSSEAU (Belgium). In my view, this team comprises members from many of the nations that contribute strongly to the field. Congratulations are in order for our ISSI representatives and wish them well for their work over the next 4 years (up to 2007). A report on the election process was presented at the ISSI Board meeting in Beijing together with some recommendations on a number of aspects that could be improved next time around.
We have been working steadily to activate the ISSI Web site with a number of pages of information on membership, the Conferences, history of the Society, the Derek De Solla Price Medallists, and current news and events of interest. We have designed a test site here at the University of New South Wales and testing with the assistance of Isidro Aguillo and CINDOC's assistance was conducted during early August 2003. The site was up and running at its new address (url) during the meeting in Beijing.
We are also continuing to foster linkage with other organizations that are interested in the study of science and scientists. Such links provide avenues for opening up possibilities for joint sessions at meetings or conferences sponsored by bodies other than ISSI. In this way, attention would be brought to the field of scientometrics and informetrics. Importantly, ISSI needs alliances with other groups, such as COLLNET, for broader reach among a range of interdisciplinary researchers and to encourage new thinking and perspectives on investigations in science and technology. Don't forget about subscribing to the journal, Scientometrics, using the special rate of US$100 for ISSI members (see Kluwer web page for this journal at: http://www.kluweronline.com/issn/0138-9130). For me it is wonderful to receive each issue on my desk promptly and to be able to scan the contents immediately and later
